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Area  Of  District. — Land  and  Inland  Water  included  39.342  acres. 
Land  exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water  39,191  acres.  The  district  lies  in  a 
valley,  surrounded  by  hills,  and  is  entirely  an  agricultural  one,  the  main 
industry  being  the  production  of  milk. 

Population. — According  to  the  Census  of  1911,  this  is  8,504,  The 
estimated  population  to  the  middle  of  1913  is  8,440.  There  are  approx¬ 
imately  2,052  houses  in  the  district. 

Births.- — Luring  the  year  156  births  have  been  registered  in  the 
district.  Of  these  85  were  males  and  71  females.  The  decennial  average 
is  160. 

Birth-rate  — This  is  18-4  per  1,000  persons  living.  The  decennial 
average  is  18-7. 

Deaths. — There  were  117  deaths  registered  as  having  occurred  in  the 
district  during  the  year.  The  average  for  the  past  ten  years  is  101 -8. 

Death-rate. — This  is  13  8  per  thousand  persons  living  in  the  district. 
The  chief  causes  of  death  were  Cancer  16,  Heart  Disease  15,  Phthisis  10, 
Bronchitis  10,  Pneumonia  7.  The  average  age  at  death  was  54. 

Zymotic-rate  ■ — There  were  two  deaths  during  the  year,  both  of 
which  were  from  Whooping  Cough. 

Infantile  Mortality  . — There  were  14  deaths  during  the  year, 
in  infants  under  1  year  of  age.  Six  of  these  were  from  premature  birth, 
one  from  Whooping  Cough,  and  one  from  Pneumonia.  This-  gives  a  rate  of 
83’3  per  1,000  births. 

Prevalence  of  Infectious  Disease. — There  were  12  cases  of 
infectious  disease  notified  during  the  year,  exclusive  of  Phthisis — Of  these 
9  were  cases  of  Diphtheria,  and  3  of  Erysipelas.  Four  of  the  cases  of 
Diphtheria  occurred  in  one  house  at  Marnhull,  and  were  probably  caused 
bv  insanitary  conditions  of  the  premises.  Three  of  the  cases  occurred 
at  Stalbridge  and  were  probably  caused  by  defective  and  insanitary  condit¬ 
ions  of  the  dwellings. 


Schools. — The  Schools  have  been  dosed  in  the  following  parishes 
during  the  year : 

Sturminster  Newton,  owiig  to  Measles. 

Stalbridge  Weston,  owing  to  Whooping  Cough. 

Okeford  Fitzpaine,  owing  to  Whooping  Cough. 

Ibberton,  owing  to  Whooping  Cough. 

Fifehead  Magdalen,  owing  to  Meades. 

Phthisis. — Ten  deaths  have  occurred  during  the  year — Five  of  these 
were  between  the  ages  of  25  and  45 — two  between  the  ages  of  15  and  25 — 
one  under  5  years,  and  two  over  45  years  of  age. 

Eight  cases  of  Phthisis  were  notified  during  the  year,  four  of  which 
were  notified  from  Stalbridge. 

Wafer  Supply. — The  following  Parishes  are  provided  with  a 
piped,  public  water  supply  : — Sturmi  aster  Newton,  Skillingstone,  Woolland, 
Fifehead  Magdalen,  Ibberton,  Belcha  well,  and  a  small  part  of  Stalbridge — 
The  water  f  r  each  of  these  supplies  s  e^eellen  ;  in  quality.  The  remaning 
parishes  receive  their  supply  from  pu  die  or  pi  i /ate  wells  in  the  district. 

As  regards  the  supply  to  Stalbr  dge,  only  a  few  houses  in  the  main 
street  are  supplied  with  piped  water,  the  remaining  houses  depending  for 
their  supply  on  private  and  public  walls.  I  consider  this  state  of  things 
should  now  be  remedied,  and  it  is  q  dte  time  steps  were  taken  to  provide 
this  parish  with  a  public  water  suppl  y.  During  a  dry  ,-ason  there  is  alwavs 
a  great  scarcity  of  water,  and  in  a  parish  of  this  size  and  population  there  is 
always  the  great  risk  of  an  epidemic  of  typhoid  fever  arising  from  an 
inefficient  water  supply,  as  has  recently  happened  from  this  cause,  in  the 
neighbouring  village  of  Templecombe.  The  great  necessity  for  this,  I 
pointed  out  in  my  report  for  the  year  1912. 

Isolation  Hospital. — There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  in  the 
district.  A  few  cases  are  sent  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Blandford,  when 
oonsid  'red  absolutely  necessary — no  case  has  been  sent  during  the  present 
year. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage — In  Sturminster  Newton  there  is  a 
system  of  sewers — the  closets  are  mostly  of  the  washdown  type  and  there 
are  a  few  pails  and  vaults.  The  sewers  open  either  directly  or  indirectly 
into  the  main  river,  but  the  amount  of  poilution  which  must  necessarily 
occur  cannot  be  considered  seriously,  when  we  take  into  consideration  the 
large  volume  of  water  which  flows  down  t lie  stream,  especially  in  wet  seasons. 
There  is  no  public  water  supply  derived  from  the  river. 

In  Stalbridge  a  great  part  of  the  sewage  is  treated  by  a  system  of 
settling  tanks,  filtration  and  irrigation,  before  being  passed  into  the  stream. 
In  the  smaller  parishes  the  privies  are  chiefly  of  the  pail-type — there  are  a 
few  vaults. 

Scavenging  and  and  Refuse  Disposal.— In  Sturminster 
Newton  a  Defuse  Cart  has  been  instituted  during  the  past  year,  which 
undertakes  all  the  scavenging  in  the  Town;  up  to  the  present  this  is  the  only 
parish  in  which  this  is  carried  on.  The  parish  of  Stalbridge,  I  consider, 
would  greatly  benefit  by  a  similar  institution. 


Closet  Accommodation. — During  the  year  35  privy  vaults 
have  been  converted  into  pail  closets;  there  are  still  a  number  of  delapidated 
vaults  in  the  district,  and  these  are  gradually  being  either  repaired  or 
converted  into  pail  systems. 

Sanitary  Inspections  of  District. — There  were  573  Inspec¬ 
tions  made  during  the  year.  In  respect  of  these,  12t>  informal  notices  have 
been  sent,  of  which  83  were  complied  with  by  the  end  of  the  year.  There 
were  13  statutory  notices  sent,  of  which  12  have  been  complied  with.  The 
defects  found  mainly  consisted  of  bad  floors  in  back-houses  ;  roofs  not  water 
tight;  delapidated  privies,  with  leaking  vaults;  no  provision  for  taking 
water  from  roofs ;  wells  liable  to  contamination ;  untrapped  drains ;  and 
absence  of  paving  to  back  yards. 

Lodging  Houses. — There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the 
district. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  Schools. — These  are  inspected 
periodically  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances.  Six  Schools  have  privy  vaults 
viz :  Stalbridge  Weston,  Stourton  Caundle,  Bagber,  Fifehead  Magdalen, 
Manston,  and  Hinton  St.  Mary.  The  C  E.  School  at  Sturminster  has 
ater  closets,  and  the  remainder  pail  closets. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds.— There  are  150  Cowkeepers  on  the 
register,  represent!.  lg  approximately  275  sheds.  In  most  instances  the  sheds 
are  satisfactory  an  the  regulations  are  observed.  There  has  been  a  good 
deal  of  improvemt  nt  in  the  matter  of  these  buildings  during  the  past  few 
years,  and  I  think  in  this  matter,  this  district  compares  favourably  with 
other  rural  districts  in  the  county.  Of  course  there  still  remain  cases  where 
there  is  room  for  much  improvement.  Five  notices  were  issued  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector,  with  regard  to  these  latter.  The  chief  defects  found 
were  inefficient  drains,  bad  floors  and  want  of  light. 

Bake-houses. — There  arc  21  in  the  district,  most  of  which  are  in  a 
satisfactory  condition.  There  is  one  underground  bakehouse. 

Slaughter  Houses. — There  are  15  in  the  district.  None  of  these 
are  licensed,  nor  is  any  register  kept ;  the  Council  has,  however,  applied  to 
the  Local  Government  Board  for  Urban  powers,  in  order  that  a  proper 
register  may  be  kept,  and  any  unsatisfactory  condition  may  be  remedied. 
The  condition  of  the  slaughter  houses  is,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory,  but 
there  are  instances  where  premises  are  used,  which  are  not  suitable  for 
the  purpose. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act — The  following  formal 
samples  were  taking  during  the  year  — Butter  7, "Milk  9,  Cream  3,  Cheese  2, 
Coffee  2,  Sugar  1,  Pepper  1,  Gin  1,  Oatmeal  1. 

Of  these,  one  sample  of  milk  was  found  adulterated,  the  vendor  was 
prosecuted  and  the  case  dismissed. 

The  following  informal  samples  were  taken — Castor  Oil  1,  Cream  1, 
Lard  1,  Gin  1,  Whisky  1,  Brandy  1,  Ground  Ginger  1,  Liquorice  Powder  1 
The  samples  of  Cream  uud  Gin  were  adulterated. 


Housing. — The  houses  in  the  district  consist  chiefly  of  brick  and 
stone  with  tile,  slate  or  thatch  roofing.  There  is  comparatively  little 
overcrowding,  but  there  are  not  sufficient  cottages  in  the  district  for  the 
working  masses ;  more  especially  is  this  the  case  in  Sturminster  &  Stalbridge. 
In  Sturminster  the  District  Council  is  at  tie  present  time  contemplating 
building  4  cottages  in  order  to  relieve  this  state  of  affairs,  and  the  site  has 
already  been  chosen,  and  negotiations  are  proceeding  as  to  its  purchase  ;  by 
the  end  of  the  year  I  hope  the  cottages  will  be  erected.  As  regards 
Stalbridge,  the  lack  of  good  cottages  is  quite  as  evit  eut  as  at  Sturminster 
and  I  hope  the  Council  will  see  their  way  to  remedy  this  evil,  by  doing 
what  they  have  commenced  to  do  in  Sturminster. 

Eight  new  houses  have  been  erected  in  the  district  (.luring  the  year. 
There  are  no  building  bye-laws  in  the  district. 

The  Inspection  of  cottages  is  carried  out  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances, 
the  card  system  being  adopted — in  bad  cases  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
visits,  and  inspects,  and  reports  to  the  Council. 

Action  under  the  Housing  and  Tov/n-Planning  Act,  (1909).— The  number 

of  cottages  inspected  during  the  yeai  amounted  to  235.  Defects  were  found 
in  129  cases  and  informal  notices  were  served  to  remedy  these.  In  a  few 
cases  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  reported  direct  to  the  Council,  and 
statutory  notices  were  served.  117  informal  notices  were  served  by  the 
Inspector  ;  13  cases  were  not  comp  ied  with,  and  statutory  notices  were 
served.  In  one  case  the  owner  has  signified  his  intention  of  closi  lg  the 
house  rather  than  carry  out  the  necessary  repairs.  Two  houses  were  demol¬ 
ished  in  Station  Road,  Stalbridge,  one  in  High  Street,  Stalbridge,  and  two 
were  closed  in  Back  Lane,  Stalbridge. 

Workshops  and  Workplaces. — One  new  workshop  was 
registered  during  the  year.  There  have  been  96  inspections,  and  defects 
were  reported  in  three  cases. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Work.  —Samples  of  Water 

are  analysed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  if  thought  necessary,  by 
the  County  Analyst.  The  Council  subscribes  to  the  Clinical  Research  Assoc¬ 
iation,  and  all  bacteriological  work  is  carried  out  by  them  ;  a  number  of 
specimens  have  been  examined  and  reported  upon  during  the  past  year. 


Dated  this  day  of  March,  1914. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


